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Preface

Jean-Jacques Brun

“Metropolises and their Alps“ — this is the topic of
the ForumAlpinum 2010 taking place in Munich, 6—
9 October 2010. This is the first time after Disentis
(CH, 1994), Chamonix (F, 1996), Garmisch-Parten-
kirchen (D, 1998), Bergamo/Castione della Presola-
na (I, 2000), Alpbach (A, 2002), Kranjska Gora (SLO,
2004), Engelberg (CH, 2007) and Argentiere-la-
Bessée (F, 2008) that the conference is hosted in a
metropolis on the edge of the Alps.

Why Munich? This year's venue puts a focus on
the singular location of the Alps as a high moun-
tain region in one of the economical centres of Eu-
rope. Approximately 13 million inhabitants live in
the Alps, and another 100 million visit the region
as tourists. 400 million people live just a day trip
away. The Alpine region is linked in numerous ways
with the surrounding metropolises such as Munich,
Turin or Vienna, and serves, among other things, as
local recreation area, drinking water reservoir, tran-
sit route, economic zone or residential area. It is the
objective of the ForumAlpinum 2010 to discuss the
interrelations between the metropolises on the

edge of the Alps and the Alpine region from a sci-
entific and political point of view.

The plenary sessions and the workshops will fo-
cus on five main topics: interactions between me-
tropolises and the Alps, climate change, biodiversi-
ty, georisks and geo-resources, and finally the issue
of a European macro-region “Alpine Space”

It is especially the last-mentioned subject which
allows the ForumAlpinum 2010 to build bridges
between science and politics and to enter the dis-
cussion on macro-regions and the corresponding
policy of the European Union concerning land use
regulation. In a panel discussion mayors and urban
planners from Munich, Zurich, Vienna, Turin and
Ljubljana, as well as representatives of the Alpine
Convention and the Alpine region will address the is-
sue of what shape such a macro-region should take.

It has become a tradition by now to publish the
ForumAlpinum’s proceedings. For the first time
they will be on hand from the start of the confer-
ence published by the Bavarian Academy of Scienc-
esand Humanities and all articles will be uniformly



in English. At the same time, the volume will also
be available as an online publication by the Aus-
trian Academy of Sciences.

An international and interdisciplinary conference
such as the ForumAlpinum can only be effected
with the help of many supporters. Most of the finan-
cial burden is shouldered by the Bavarian Ministry
of the Environment and Public Health; in addition,
the conference is also supported financially by the
Endowment for the Promotion of the Sciences in
Bavaria. The Alpine Convention assists in the poster
presentation. Special thanks fortheir dedicated com-
mitment go to Dr. Peter Eggensberger of the Bavar-
ian Ministry of the Environment and Public Health,
and Regula Imhof, Vice-Secretary General of the Per-
manent Secretariat of the Alpine Convention.

The Bavarian Academy of Sciences and Humani-
ties organises the ForumAlpinum 2010 in coopera-
tion with the International Scientific Committee
on Research in the Alps (ISCAR). The ForumAlpinum
2010 is hosted at the Munich Residence for four
days. | want to thank foremost the President of the

Preface

Academy, Prof. Dr. Dietmar Willoweit, as well as the
Secretary General Eva Regenscheidt-Spies. | also
want to give special thanks for their commitment
in the preparation of the conference and the punc-
tual publication of the conference volume to Eva
Samuel-Eckerle, who organised and controlled all
activities, as well as to Dr. Ellen Latzin and all par-
ticipating staff members of the Academy. Dr. Tho-
mas Scheurer, Managing Director of ISCAR, and his
colleague Marion Regli contributed their seasoned
experience to the organisation.

| give thanks to the members and guests of ISCAR
for their commitment to the ForumAlpinum'’s con-
ception, to the moderators of the plenary sessions
and workshops, to the excursion leaders, as well as
to all authors who contributed their articles to the
proceedings, thus allowing us to make them avail-
able in time for the conference.

In sync with the general schedule, the next Forum-
Alpinum will take place as part of the AlpWeek in 2012.
The venue will be in Switzerland, which will assume
the presidency of the Alpine Convention in 2011—2012.



